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Tenure is a special kind of job 
security that allow

s faculty to 
focus on long-term

 projects w
ith 

greater benefits to society.
Typically, eligible faculty m

ust 
apply after a fixed num

ber of 
years (often six) and m

ust leave 
the university if they don’t get it. 

The B
ig Picture: A

t U
S

 universities, 
faculty are em

ployees w
ho teach or 

perform
 research. This chart show

s 
com

m
on faculty job titles and their 

connotations. H
ow

ever, these are 
norm

s—
not standards—

and 
m

any exceptions exist.

tenure-line faculty

         norm
s vary for law and m

edicine

                  

A
 Periodic Table of Faculty Job Titles at U

S U
niversities

W
hat do all those professors do?M

eanings of Sym
bols in the Table:
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S
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M
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M

ust w
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     (e.g., law

yers, m
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               eligible

A
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P
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A
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P
ro

fesso
r

🤝
🎒

C
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C
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       🤝
 obligations vary —

               see description

P
ro

fesso
r o

f 
P

ractice

🎒 practice faculty

S
pecial m

odifiers to faculty job titles include:
A

djunct: Tem
porary part-tim

e teaching position
A

ffiliate: H
as som

e faculty privileges in a 
departm

ent, but m
ain job is elsew

here
D

istinguished: R
ecognized by the university for 

outstanding perform
ance at the “full” rank

Em
eritus: R

etired, no salary, few
 or no duties

Visiting: Tem
porary position, m

ostly teaching

Tenure-line faculty teach and perform
 research, in a 

ratio that varies by departm
ent and by university. 

These faculty, and som
etim

es librarians, are the only 
ones eligible to receive tenure.
Librarians are faculty at roughly half of U

S
 

universities. S
om

e are tenure-eligible. They perform
 

librarianship and research, and they m
ay also teach.

R
esearch faculty m

ostly perform
 research. U

nlike 
other faculty, their salary (and their job) relies on 
continually w

inning grants. O
ther research faculty 

titles m
ay exist at a university.

Teaching faculty m
ostly teach, often m

any courses.
C

linical faculty vary by departm
ent. A

ll teach, but 
som

e also w
ork as practicing professionals, such as 

law
yers, m

edical doctors, or therapists.
Practice faculty had distinguished careers outside 
academ

ia prior to becom
ing faculty. They are hired to 

teach based on those prior experiences.

A
lthough not show

n here, service is another set of 
duties, such as serving on university com

m
ittees and 

organizing conferences. H
igher ranks com

e w
ith 

greater expectations of leadership in service. 
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To learn m
ore about 

academ
ia at U

S
 universities, 

visit shom
ir.net/advice. 

Scan for alternate 
formats and more:
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